THE OFFICIAL 20tH ANNIVERSARY NEWSLETTER ’

wenty years ago, in 1982,
I President Ronald Reagan asked
me to head a citizen’s group to
raise funds for the restoration and preser-
vation of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis
[sland. The Statue of Liberty-Ellis
Island Foundation was soon founded.

As a supporter, you probably recall the
image of Lady Liberty in disrepair, closed
to the public, shrouded in protective
scaffolding. After almost a century,
weather, pollution, and sightseeing

had left Lady Liberty badly in need

of restoration, including a complete
replacement of her famous torch. An
army of architects, historians, engineers,
and almost 1,000 laborers embarked

on the project—which also involved
the installation of new elevators and

an informative Liberty museum in the
Statue’s base.

July 4th weekend, 1986, saw a gala
four-day event celebrating the restoration.
Fireworks filled the night skies; tall ships
sailed into New York Harbor. “Liberty
Weekend” was broadcast to 1.5 billion
people in 51 countries. The Foundation,
the National Park Service, and the
American people had launched the most
successful public-private partnership in
the history of the United States!

We then turned our attention to the
restoration of Ellis Island—the largest
historical restoration in the nation’s
history. Ellis Island, our most potent
symbol of the American immigrant
experience, had become sadly disheveled.
Again the American people responded
with characteristic passion and generosity.
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(left) Lee lacocca, on his way to the Statue (under saffolding) during renovation. (right) The Lady in all
her glory during opening festivities—Liberty Weekend 1986.

When the Island re-opened in September
of 1990—two years ahead of schedule—
it boasted a restored Main Building and
magnificent Great Hall. Some museum
rooms appeared just as they had during
the height of immigrant processing.
Other areas housed theaters, libraries, and
exhibits. In the 1990s, the Foundation
restored two more buildings and expand-
ed the museum space.

And as you know, a year ago saw

the opening of the American Family
Immigration History Center™
(www.ellisisland.org), an award-winning
celebration of our immigrant forebears,
and one of the most popular and

helpful sites on the Internet.

The American people figure dramatically
in all that the Foundation has accom-
plished in twenty years. It is with pride

that I say thank you for all you've
done for Lady Liberty and Ellis Island.

On this special occasion, please enjoy
this Official 20th Anniversary Newsletter.
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Inside

e Ellis Island website—easier
and more fun than ever!

e Genealogy Tips

e Famous immigrants who
passed through Ellis Island

¢ Plan your next trip to Ellis
Island and the Statue of Liberty!
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Family History Center
Website Reaches 2.7
Billion Hits!

he American Family Immigration

History Centérand its history-
making website, wwsllisisland.a@;
celebrated its first anniversary on April
17 and has attained the benchmark of
2.7 BILLION hits since its launch. The
site continues to welcome over 150,00
unique visitors every week.

Its launch a year ago made a tremend
impact on the world of family history
research. It immediately became the
#1 search term on the Internet search
engine, LYCOS, and generated thousa
of broadcast and print media stories.
According tdJ.S. News and World
Report O[it] may well be the most
popular launch in Internet history,
eclipsing Madonna and The Beatles.O

While its popularity made access
difficult in the early months, the
Foundation is happy to report that the
server space has been tripled and that
your access is now all but assured. So
if you have ancestors who made the
journey to a new life in America betwee
1892D1924 and entered through the
Port of New York, we invite you to visit
www.ellisisland.@rtoday. All you need
is the immigrantOs name to begin your
personal voyage of discovery!

Did You KnowE

Family history research is one of
the most popular hobbies in America,
second only to gardening!

America Online Keyword
Ellislsland.org
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famity name on the wall at Ells
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ISLAND FOUNDATION
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Create a
L family history
scrapbook

Shop online
for unique
gifts and
momentoes

OThrillingNI think the work is
phenomenal. How wonderful it is to
click right into your history. The website
puts you on the edge. Without that guic
you would have a much harder time
searching.O

OMy family is now in the process of co
municating with our remaining relatives
[in Italy] and are planning a visit to the
family hometown and hope to meet the
in person. All of this is a direct result
of the Ellis Island database of manifest
being placed online and accessible
through my computer at home in
California, without having to travel to
New York to do the research in person
Fantastic! Thank you, Lee lacoccalO

NBarbara Clark of Saratoga, C

OThe Ellis Island database is one of th
most important databases in Jewish
genealogy, because 95 percent of Jew
Americans owe their heritage to people
who came to the U.S. since 1891. It is
usually my starting point when | help
Jews living in Russia find their America
relatives.O

NGary Mokotoff, Avotaynu Jewis
Genealogy Journal of Bergenfield

OYour website is not only consumer-
friendly, it provides a satisfying and
entertaining experience. It is difficult to
express my emotions when | was able
find my fatherOs name on a shipOs ma

NDiane Speno of San Jose, ( R

What People Are Saying About velisisland.org

and to learn that he, as a 16-year-old,
arrived in New York in 1920. | was
> equally thrilled to locate my motherOs
lename on the manifest of an earlier arriv-
ing ship, and to learn that she had arrived
in New York as a nine-year old. | ordered
~ photographs of both ships from your web-
"'site. The photographs, along with my
MparentsO naturalization certificates, are
being framed so we can display and
treasure them.O

m . . . I
NAntoinette Wilson, Orange, California

s OThe feelings and respect that | have for
the Foundation along with the website,
can hardly be put into words. We knew
that our Grandfather Giacchino, our
Grandmother Theresa and Aunt Rosaria
and Uncle Giorgio came across. As | was

L Ascrolling through the sh~ipC~)s manifest, |

saw someone we didnOt even know exist-

€ ed: [Aunt] Maria, 8 years, 5 months. We
scrolled to the right-hand side, and it said
skddied.O It ripped my heart out. They never
> talked about her. | started crying. | now
have taken MariaOs memory as a part
of my life and | am attempting to learn

\Nmore about this little angel. Without the
Foundation, the website and its profes-

h sional staff, none of this would have )
Npgen possible. | am forever indebted.O

NMartin J. Napoli, Jr.,
President of Napco Steel, Chicago, IL
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Tell us what you think! Send your

tck:omments to: feedback@ellisisland.org
nifest



A Few Words From the Superintendent of the Statue of Liberty & Ellis Island

The Statue of Liberty
National Monument
has gone through some
very trying times in
the last ten months.
The tragic events of
September 11 shook
our nation and set the
world of lower Manhattan reeling. Our
two great monuments to freedom were
immediately closed to the public, with
Ellis Island serving as a refuge and triage
facility for those escaping the horror

of the World Trade Center disaster.
Americans looked to Lady Liberty—

our nation’s premiere symbol of freedom,
hope and peace—for solace and inspira-
tion during those difficult days.
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The Islands remained closed for the

next three months as appropriate security
measures were reviewed and implement-
ed. On December 20, 2001, with full
airport security measures in place at
both Battery Park in New York City

and Liberty State Park in New Jersey,
Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton
officially reopened both Liberty Island
and Ellis Island to the public. For safety
reasons visitors are not allowed within
the Statue herself. However, all are
welcomed to stroll the beautiful grounds
of Liberty and Ellis Islands and the
Immigration Museum is once again
totally accessible to the public.
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On behalf of the National Park Service

[ would like to take this opportunity to
personally welcome you back to Liberty
and Ellis Islands. Now, more than ever I
urge you to bring your family and friends
to visit these most beloved of national
monuments which, through your

closed temporarily as a security measure.

Tips FOR VisiTING THE STATUE & ErrLis IsLAND

visitors can once again enjoy the grounds of Liberty Island, and experience

generosity, you helped to restore. We

can assure a most interesting, informative
and inspiring experience for you and
your loved ones.

Diane H. Dayson, Superintendent
The Statue of Liberty National Monument

the Statue of Liberty up close. The visitor center, bookstore, gift shop and
restaurant are fully open. At the present time, there is no access to the interior
of the Statue of Liberty Monument. The monument and the museum at its base remain

e Ellis Island is currently fully open. Visitors can experience the Ellis Island
Immigration Museum, including its thousands of square feet of exhibit space, movie
theaters, LIVE theatre presentation, the American Family Immigration History
Center™, as well as its gift shop and restaurant.

e New security measures are now in place. All passengers will be screened before

backpacks and luggage at home.

they board the Circle Line-Statue of Liberty Ferry boats, and there will be restrictions
on backpacks and luggage. Visitors are advised to arrive early, leaving up to one hour
for processing through the new security system. Visitors are also advised to leave

¢ The islands are open daily, except Christmas, from approximately 9:30 A.M.—
5:00 P.M. with extended summer hours.

e Access to both islands is by the Circle Line—Statue of Liberty Ferry which
leaves from the Battery in Lower Manhattan and from Liberty State Park in New
Jersey. Ferry service runs between the Statue and Ellis Island.

¢ Boats leave daily, approximately every half hour, from 9:30 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. For
specific departure times call: (212) 269-5755 or visit www.statueoflibertyferry.com.

e Current ticket prices (includes both monuments) are $10.00/adults; $8.00/sen-
iors; $4.00/children (ages 4—12); under 3/free.

Official sponsors of ellisisland.org: Compaq, Discover Card, Geneology.com, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, Kodak, Oracle, and America Online.

The Statue of Liberty-
Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.

PO. Box 5200 ® New York, New York 10163-5191

LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD



